
Chapter 5 

Neil MacDonald & Isabella McEachern 

 

The next generation back, or Little Neil’s parents were Neil MacDonald 
married to Isabella McEachern. 

When I began research, there was little family knowledge around Little 
Neil’s siblings & no naming of his parents other than mention that he 
was born in Judique, had a sister known as Kitty & had lost a sister in 
the Halifax Explosion & this only from fading memories on a note from 
the 1930’s.   

Deeds, Wills, Census, Antigonish Diocese Records, various publications & 
the use of the Scots’ traditional naming pattern enabled me to establish 
Little Neil’s parents as Neil MacDonald & Isabella MacEachern. At this 
point with certainty, I can state his sisters were Ann married to Edward 
Ryan, Catherine married to Donald MacDonald, Isabella, Mary married 
to James Squires & I continue to work towards the details of at least 2 
older brothers for Little Neil & his sisters. 

Colin Purcell’s book, “The Auld’s Cove Story” lists Neil & Neil Jr. (Little 
Neil) among the first settlers. (1) The 1838 Census shows the household of 
Neil MacDonald & Isabella so we know that Neil & his family had 
moved to the western side of the Strait prior to 1838. In discussions 
around this, I can say that there were 3 Neil MacDonald’s in Auld’s 
Cove at this time. Our Neil MacDonald, his son, Little Neil & another 
known in latter documents as “Big Neil” for distinction. This Neil, son of 
Archibald, doesn’t begin his family until 1849 leaving our Neil, as the 
only candidate among the Neil’s for listing as head of household in the 
1838 Census.  
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Mary, the last of their children, was born in 1837. Mary is mentioned in 
the will of her nephew, William MacDonald , Little Neil’s son. William’s 
will also mentions his Grandmother, or Mary’s mother, Isabella. Mary’s 
married name is Mary Squires, living in Halifax, widowed at the time of 
the Halifax explosion.                                                                               

Unfortunately, Mary, her daughter-in-law Margaret & 4 of her son 
Vincent’s children were all killed with suddenness in this horrific 1917 
event. Their deaths are recorded in the Halifax Explosion Book of 
Remembrance (Mary Squires) where you’ll see the notation that her son 
Vincent had to identify his family as charred remains. (2) They lived 
close to ground zero in the city’s North End, where the explosive laden 
ships collided. 

Catherine married Donald MacDonald, also of Auld’s Cove in 1857. She 
was 19 years his Jr. They remained in Auld’s Cove raising their family. 
(3) Catherine lived to be 87 & living with her son Duncan at Havre 
Boucher at the time of the 1911 Census. Anthony had at least an 
awareness of Catherine (Kitty) & Mary in his 1930’s notes. 

Ann became widowed in 1876 when she lost her husband Edward Ryan 
with the tragic loss of the vessel Katie discussed in the family of Little 
Neil, Chapter 4. Courageously, she remained a widow, maintaining her 
family (4) among her relatives in St. Lawrence parish, Mulgrave until 
her death in 1897.  

Auld’s Cove was a small world & connections with other generations 
were inevitable. Ann’s husband, Edward Ryan lost his first wife, Mary 
Power. Mary would be an ancestor to the Powers who in later 
generations married John Neil’s daughter Florence. (Joe Power) 

With 3 daughters identified, the Traditional Naming Pattern indicates 
that Neil & Isabella also have a daughter named after Isabella as 
mother. Tracing Mary’s life in Halifax, I found Mary living with 
Isabella in the 1871 Census. (5) How the girls ended up in Halifax or the 
other details around Isabella’s life are all interesting events in the 
process of being discovered at the time of this writing. 
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Parents of Scottish descent prior to roughly 1875 named their first son 
after either the maternal or paternal grandfather. If the paternal side 
was chosen first, it follows that the maternal grandfather’s name would 
be the name for the 2nd son & then the 3rd son would be named after his 
father. Little Neil was named after his father Neil, indicating he has 2 
older brothers. When we look at the name John showing in the families of 
Little Neil, Catherine & Ann, it can be concluded that John was Neil 
MacDonald’s father. With Little Neil & his sister Catherine being born in 
the Judique area, it was John, Neil’s father that was the original 
progenitor of our MacDonald line that came to Cape Breton from 
Scotland in the late 1790’s making him among the original Scots to settle 
the area.  
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